Workshop on the energy and water nexus for remote off-grid
communities: The Smart Villages Initiative and the Philippines
Center for Water and Sanitation
Throughout Southeast Asia, over 120 million people still live without
access to electricity, with the majority of these people living in rural
communities. This lack of energy has strong impacts on their capacity to
develop and improve other aspects of their quality of life. At the same
time, the number of people that lack access to improved drinking water
sources in Southeast Asia is 61 million, with 8 out of 10 of these living in
rural areas, and there are 176 million in the region without proper
sanitation.
There are significant overlaps between projects that are focused on
energy access, and those that are focused on water, sanitation and
hygiene (WASH). Water can be used for generating electricity, and
equally, a nexus approach highlights that energy is required for pumping,
moving and distributing water, while energy and water are both critical for
food production, processing and transport. In order to meet some of the
pressing challenges facing communities without access to modern energy,
development solutions are required that maximize synergies and manage
trade-offs between energy provision and access to water and food.
Aims
This workshop aims to bring together the energy access and WASH
communities of the Philippines and surrounding region to identify key
areas of overlap in their missions. It aims to encourage practitioners from
the WASH, agriculture and energy access communities to work together in
rural contexts to avoid pitfalls and solve problems.
Key questions
The workshop hopes to answer several key questions. How can the energy
and water communities influence the thinking of donors? What are some
concrete examples of using a combined energy-water nexus approach in
the field? What are the best solutions to some of the lingering problems in
the WASH and energy access area?
How can the WASH and energy sectors work together to improve policies,
build capacity, raise awareness, and strengthen partnerships?
Rough Agenda
Day 1
June 1
Arrival in Burgos
Optional field trip to the pastureland area of Burgos to see the 50 wind
turbine generators of Burgos Wind Power Corporation.
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Workshop introduction
Introduction to Smart Villages
Intro to PCWS
Welcome dinner
Day 2 – June 2
Morning session 1 - Presentations on WASH issues in Philippines and SE
Asia
Coffee
Morning session 2 – presentations on electricity access in Philippines and
SE Asia
Lunch
Afternoon session 1 – Discussion breakout session – Key questions: What
are some common problems and collaborations between the WASH and
the energy sectors?
Coffee
Afternoon session 2
- Presentations on energy-water nexus
Dinner

Day 3 – June 3
Morning presentations
Coffee
Wrap up session
Where?
Palalay Hotel, Barangy Bayog, Burgos, Ilocos Norte, Philippines
When?
June 1-3 (subject to confirmation)
Who?
NGO practitioners, local government, policy makers, business people,
academics, and donor organizations. Aim for approximately 30-40 people.
Mostly Filipino, some form surrounding region.
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